
Must-Have Short-Term Rental Design Elements for 2025

In 2025, short-term rental (STR) design trends will focus on guest experience,
functionality, and sustainability. A well-designed rental can increase occupancy rates,
boost reviews, and maximize revenue. Here are the top must-have design elements to
attract guests and stand out in a competitive market.

1. Experience-Driven Aesthetics
Guests are looking for unique, Instagram-worthy stays. A strong design theme can set
your rental apart.

Cozy & Stylish Interiors: Earthy tones, warm lighting, and layered textures create a
welcoming feel.
Themed & Branded Rentals: Properties with a curated style (boho-chic, industrial,
modern farmhouse) attract more bookings.
Photo-Worthy Spaces: Statement walls, neon signs, and accent decor encourage
guests to share their stay online.

2. Smart Home & Tech Integration
Convenience and security are top priorities for guests. Modern tech makes check-ins
seamless and enhances the stay.

Keyless Entry: Smart locks for self-check-in/check-out.
Voice-Control & Automation: Smart lighting, thermostats, and virtual assistants
(Alexa/Google Home).
High-Speed Wi-Fi: Essential for remote workers and digital nomads.
Streaming & Entertainment: Smart TVs with Netflix, Disney+, and YouTube access.

3. Work-Friendly Spaces
With the rise of remote work and workcations, travelers need a dedicated and
comfortable workspace.

Ergonomic Desk & Chair: A proper home office setup attracts long-term guests.
Strong Wi-Fi & Extra Outlets: Ensure high-speed internet and easy device charging.
Good Lighting & Quiet Areas: Well-lit spaces with minimal distractions improve
productivity.



4. Multi-Functional & Space-Saving Furniture
STRs are getting smarter with furniture that maximizes space while enhancing comfort.

Sofa Beds & Murphy Beds: Accommodate more guests in smaller spaces.
Foldable Dining Tables & Modular Seating: Flexible for different group sizes.
Storage Solutions: Under-bed drawers, floating shelves, and built-in cabinets keep clutter
away.

5. Wellness & Relaxation Elements
Guests are prioritizing well-being when choosing rentals, so create an inviting retreat.

Spa-Like Bathrooms: Rainfall showers, plush towels, and high-end toiletries.
Outdoor Oasis: Fire pits, hot tubs, hammocks, and cozy seating areas.
Yoga & Meditation Corners: Provide mats, candles, and sound therapy for relaxation.

6. Eco-Friendly & Sustainable Design
Sustainability is a major factor for travelers, and STRs that prioritize green initiatives attract eco-
conscious guests.

Energy-Efficient Appliances & LED Lighting: Reduce energy costs and carbon footprint.
Water-Saving Fixtures: Low-flow faucets and toilets.
Sustainable Decor: Reclaimed wood, organic cotton linens, and locally sourced artwork.
Recycling & Composting Stations: Encourage eco-friendly waste management.

7. Pet-Friendly Features
More guests are traveling with pets, and pet-friendly rentals earn higher occupancy rates.

Fenced Yard & Pet Station: Secure outdoor spaces for pets to roam.
Pet Beds & Feeding Bowls: Small but thoughtful touches for pet owners.
Easy-to-Clean Floors & Furniture: Stain-resistant materials like vinyl and leather.

8. Luxury Touches That Elevate the Experience
Small upgrades can make your rental feel high-end and memorable.

Premium Bedding & Mattresses: Hotel-quality sheets and pillows for a better night’s sleep.
Personalized Welcome Kits: Local treats, coffee, or a handwritten note for a special touch.
Unique Amenities: Coffee bars, wine coolers, or game rooms increase guest satisfaction.

Final Thoughts
Investing in modern, functional, and aesthetically appealing design will help your short-term
rental attract more bookings, earn better reviews, and increase revenue in 2025. By incorporating
these must-have elements, you can stay ahead of market trends and create an unforgettable
guest experience.


